700      LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER
If my humble admiration for your qualities as an executive officer and a patriotic citizen afford you any gratification, I shall feel amply repaid for defending an abused man. I have the honor to be, General,
Very respectfully, Your obdt. servant, JESSE H. LORD
From General Butler to Jesse H. Lord
MY DEAR SIR: I am doubly grateful to you for your kind thought of me and your defence of my public acts. I only claim one merit, and without egotism I think I have a right to that; my motives of action were good.
If I erred, it is because I knew no better. Conscious of having tried to do my duty in every situation in which I have been placed, you will reaolily understand how pleasing is the appreciation, so well expressed of an intelligent and earnest patriot like yourself. This response is late, but it is the result of accident. Believe me             ^^ ^ R R fi
From General Butter to George S. Boutwell
January Slat, 1866
SENATOB DOOLITTLE has called for Sherman's report of his tour in the Southern States, as a copperhead Document, I presume. Why not summon Sherman before the Committee on Reconstruction and cross-examine a little as to where he went, whom he saw, and what was the channel of his communications.
I should like to ask him the cause of that apologetic letter to the Arkansas man, in which he says, if he has been a scourge it was better he should be the instrument than Ben Butler or even of that school.
If so, why so?                                 v       *   i   -o -a -o
J                                           Yours truly, B. F. B.
From General Butler
EJBKWOODS, February 5th, 1866
To the Hon. Secretary of War
SIR: There has been printed by the engineers' department a map of the March of Gen. Grant, but which, because that it does not mention the Army of the James, or any portion of our operations, or for some equally good reason, has been suppressed. Will you allow Maj. Gen. Delafield to loan a copy for private use ? It shall not be published, but would be exceed-